An 18-year-old man walked into the out-patient department with complaints of spontaneous onset of pain and stiffness of neck and upper back for the last six years. On examination, multiple painless bony swellings were found over the nape of neck and dorsolumbar region. Similar bony swellings were also present over the left arm, forearm and both legs. Radiographic examination was done. X-rays of the neck and elbow are shown here.
Ectopic bone formation in the soft tissue planes around cervical spine and elbow. QUESTION 2 Myositis ossificans progressiva (fibrodysplasia ossificans progressiva). QUESTION 3 Haematological parameters are normal. Eosinophilia may be present. " are not involved. Ectopic ossification can be precipitated by trauma to muscles, biopsy of the lumps, intramuscular injections, careless venepuncture, and dental therapy. Excision of ectopic bone is followed by recurrence. 5 Multiple skeletal abnormalities are commonly associated with MOP (box 1). Of these the abnormalities of the great toe and thumb are the most common. Extraskeletal manifestations include deafness and baldness.
The condition must be differentiated from torticollis, dermatomyositis, polymyositis haemorhagica, calcinosis interstitialis ossificans, sarcoma, Klippel-Feil syndrome and diaphysical aclasia. 3 
